Holiday
Money Mood
Makeover
A Stress-Reducing Guide
to Creating Your Holiday
Spending Plan

Let’s start planning.
You can see it just ahead, looming on the horizon -- the
holiday season. While children can hardly stand the wait,
adults often wish they had a few more months before its
arrival.
Unfortunately, time does not stop. This year, don't wait for the
holiday season to put the squeeze on your wallet. Take the
time now to plan and budget.
Before you spend a cent, start a savings plan. Estimate the
total amount you can realistically aﬀord to spend this holiday
season. Divide that amount by the number of weeks between
now and mid-December. Create a special holiday savings fund
and start setting aside your weekly goal. Open a special
account for your savings or merely designate an empty coﬀee
can. The important thing is to start saving now.
Divide all of your holiday expenses by category and do not
leave anything out -- gifts, decorations, wrapping paper and
ribbons, entertaining, greeting cards, postage, and charities.
Figure out how much you would like to spend on each and
write down these goals. Make sure the total does not exceed
the limit you set.

Start shopping.
Last-minute gift buying often results in spending more
than you planned, so do not put it oﬀ. Make a list of what
you would like to buy for each person and shop around
for the best price. The more time you put into your list, the
less time you will spend wandering the malls -- and the
less you will spend on unnecessary or unwanted items.
Most important, if you must use credit cards, do not
charge more than you can aﬀord to pay oﬀ in three
months.
Looking for an automatic solution? I have that too! Ask
about my Spending & Saving Tool. It links your spending
& savings accounts and will automatically track your
expenses all within your Personal Financial Portal.
Need additional guidance? Schedule your Money Talk
Action Call today to discuss your Plan, transform your
outlook and make a tremendous impact on your life!

Click here to schedule today.
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Get in the mood.
Tips for creating a Spending & Savings
Plan for 2020
Set up automatic savings. Tell your money where
to go instead of wondering where it went. The
best time is around payday.
Determine your income amount. If you earn a
salary and receive your income regularly, then
your income is your paycheck amount. Calculate
your monthly income.
Monitor your spending habits. Use a spreadsheet
or automated spending tools to track your money.

Check your Spending & Saving Plan at least
quarterly. Life changes quickly, so be sure to
update your Plan so you’re not hit with surprise
expenses.
Decide your Spending & Saving agenda. Your
Plan should include your basic living needs, some
desires and, very importantly, emergency and
future savings.
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